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“The dresses enabled the older girls to dance 

with some of their own daughters and they had 

quality time together” 

Deborah Davies 
Secretary/Treasurer 

St Ann’s Morris Troupe 

 

Recipient: St Ann’s Morris Troupe 

Project: Uniforms for St Ann’s Morris Troupe 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £811.57 

 

St Ann's Morris Troupe was founded in 1989 at St Ann’s Church, Firgrove and moved a year 

later to Moorhouse Primary School where it has met ever since every Tuesday during term 

time.  Babies, Tinies and Seniors teams have members aged from 3 to 36 who benefit from 

the exercise and social aspects of this community dancing with families from The Cray Estate 

making up a majority of the troupe.  The troupe’s senior line provides the opportunity for 

mothers to dance with their daughters and offers them quality time together.  This senior team 

required twelve uniforms that are comfortable and smart in appearance as these are qualities 

essential for competitive events.  The uniforms purchased with the grant were made to 

measure by a specialist dressmaker.  The troupe’s attendance at the Greater Manchester 

Morris Dancing Championships in Wales proved to be a great weekend with the Babies team 

being awarded second place and Best on Parade, Tinies team achieved runner up team of the 

year and Seniors team achieved runner up in the Senior Mascot of the Year. 

 

A very big thank you for your kind donations for the senior team’s new dresses.  This 

gives me and 2 of my 3 daughters the opportunity to enjoy a hobby together.  Without 

this it wouldn’t have been possible.  Rebecca Newell, St Ann’s Morris Troupe 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Recipient: Ellenroad Steam Museum Society 

Project: Allen Generator Project 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,150 

 
Ellenroad Steam Museum Society received a grant to hire a crane to relocate the Ellenroad 
Engine House steam generator to improve its visibility to the public and accessibility for 
repair/conversation. Volunteers intend to construct a shelter for the generator, the relocated 
Ashworth and Parker engine and Brown Boveri steam turbine to protect them from the weather 
before commencing the repair and conservation works.  The generator is an early 20th century 
steam powered electricity generating set built by W H Allen Sons & Co in Bedford.  It is identical 
to and contemporary with those supplied for power generation on the Titanic and as such is of 
historical importance.  This generator produced the power for a colliery until the end of the last 
century when it was moved to Ellenroad to preserve it.  People of Milnrow and visitors from 
further afield will be able to see what a very early electricity generating machine looks like as 
part of their experience of their Ellenroad Engine House visit.  This project is part of the ongoing 
improvements at the Steam Museum dedicated to the education of the public about local 
heritage. 

Allen generator being removed from 

storage 

The engine being lifted into the new 

position 

“…highlight of the project was seeing the 

generator set in a prominent position at 

last” 

Dr David Pope 

Hon Secretary 

Ellenroad Steam Museum Society 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Cart dressing at Warland on a beautiful summer 
evening with good food, music and dance was 
memorable.  The sun shone on Sunday and 
there was a feeling of real community spirit in the 
Square” 
Stephen Lister 
Chairman, Littleborough Events and 

Associations Forum 

 

Recipient: Littleborough Events and Associations Forum 

Project: Littleborough Rushbearing Festival 2014 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £500 

 

The Rushbearing Festival has been held in Littleborough since 1991 and is an accepted and 
valued part of the Littleborough calendar.  Originally a church-based event in which the floors of 
the churches were cleaned and refreshed with new reeds and rushes, the practice of 
Rushbearing has been revived in many towns and villages.  Littleborough is one of three towns 
in England that still maintain the decorated cart tradition (with Sowerby Bridge and 
Saddleworth).  Over the years the emphasis has changed and the event is now more a 
celebration of traditional English dance and music.  This year the cart dressing took place at 
Warland, the hamlet on Todmorden Road, where the owner of Warland Farm hosted an evening 
of song and dance with a BBQ while volunteers collected the rushes and decorated the cart. 
This new venture and will be repeated in future years.  Littleborough Cricket Club was used as a 
base for the event and they provided camping facilities for visiting dancers. A Ceilidh was held 
on the Friday evening and on the Saturday the club hosted a folk sing-along in the lounge bar. 
 
Littleborough is the focus of the event but many musicians came from across the whole 
Pennines area.  A record number of traditional musicians and dancers performed this year, all 
free of charge. The grant enabled the organisers to fund additional forms of entertainment and 
attractions.  A new Littleborough Folk and Dance project (Oakenhoof Clog Wallopers and the 
Black Nan Band) was set up for the event that involved people of all ages from 7 to 70. 
 
A good selection of crowd pleasing activities were provided with dance displays, free craft 
sessions for the children in Hare Hill Park, magic show, sports competitions and live drumming 
that provided enjoyment and satisfaction for the organisers of knowing that they had helped to 
maintain our English traditions for yet another year. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

  

“We have purchased a 4 wheel Mayfair 
Freerider which replaces an old scooter 
and this will save money in repair costs” 
Michelle Hollinrake 
Manager, Rochdale Borough 

Shopmobility 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Borough Shopmobility 

Project: Shopmobility Scooter Replacement 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £985 

 

Shopmobility provides manual powered wheelchairs and powered scooters and volunteer 

escorts to help people who have limited mobility shop with ease and enjoyment in Rochdale's 

Town Centre.  It is for anyone, regardless of age, whether their disability is temporary or 

permanent.  The service had 124 registered members in 2013/14 who made 1,974 shopping 

trips.  Shopmobility also provides escorts for people with sensory difficulties, to help with 

shopping. 

 

As part of the Shopmobility service, scooters are delivered to members who arrive in their 
private cars at various disabled parking facilities within Rochdale Town Centre and 
arrangements made to collect the scooter/wheelchair on their return, and help transfer 
shopping items to their transport.  Also this delivery and collection of scooters service is 
offered to members who travel on the bus arriving and departing at the Transport Interchange 
at their stop. 
 

A fleet of 16 mobility scooters is available to members and Shopmobility try to replace a 

scooter when its age and condition do not warrant the cost of further repairs.  A grant was 

awarded to Shopmobility to replace one of their mobility scooters as the service has a duty of 

care to provide equipment that meets the needs of their users, safe to operate and complies 

with Health and Safety standards. 

 

The replacement mobility scooter is a welcome addition in enhancing the service provision 
with members given the freedom to shop, socialise with friends and family and access 
business and banking services independently with confidence and dignity. 

 

We are delighted to have received the grant and our members have been using the 

scooter already and would like to thank the Members of the Pennines Township 

Committee for their support. 

Michelle Hollinrake 

Manager, Rochdale Borough Shopmobility 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=4+wheel+mayfair+freerider&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.amazon.co.uk/Freerider-Mayfair-Class-Mobility-Scooter/dp/B00IREWN8I&ei=3-7YVKOoLIziaNmEgfAB&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHpZFdcD275HGaRHWQGrFiGtV3X9g&ust=1423589423902527


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“…built on community links…provided 

opportunities for young people to 

participate and have a say” 

Nadeem Hussain 

Senior Library & Information Assistant 

Smallbridge Library 

 

Recipient: Smallbridge Library 

Project: Community Cohesion Family Fun and Information Days 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £3,305 

 

Young people from Smallbridge Youth Forum with the support of the Council’s Youth Services 

delivered four events with the aim of bringing together the local community to promote social 

integration between multicultural communities and information sharing. 

 

Community Cohesion Family Fun and Information Days were held in Smallbridge Library on 

three occasions, one event was held in Belfield Community Centre and a community clean up 

in Smallbridge.  Each venue was transformed into a social arena where the local community 

could come to meet, learn and enjoy themselves.  Residents were encouraged to participate 

in activities such as a fashion show, henna art, face painting, arts and crafts, sports, games, 

climbing wall and partake of Indian cuisine and refreshments whilst obtaining information and 

advice from local service providers such as the Police, the Council, community centres and 

Fire Service. 



 

 

 

  

 

Each event was well attended with 60 to 100 people at the fun and information days and 30 
residents participating in the community clean up around Stevenson Square, Buckley View, 
Ditton Mead Close and Lobley Close.  Activities promoted an appreciation of the diversity of 
each others different backgrounds and circumstances and created a positive community  
spirit. 



 

 

 

  

“The improvements have made a big 

difference.  The Memorial Garden now 

completed is a beautiful place for 

remembrance” 

Councillor Dearnley 

 

Recipient: Environmental Management 

Project: Wardle Memorial Gardens Improvements 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £2,090.16 

 

Wardle Memorial Garden had no new planting for a number of years and existing plants were 
sparse and made the area look neglected.  For Remembrance Day 2014 it was decided to 
enhance the Memorial Garden to complement the restored Wardle War Memorial and create 
an area for quiet reflection especially in this special first year of the World War One centenary. 
 
Environmental Management were commissioned to remove the existing roses from beds and 
prepare the site for new planting.  Eight common yew trees have been planted and all the 
beds have been filled with attractive polyanthus and tulips.  These flower beds will be changed 
seasonally in June and October and the yews clipped twice per year to keep their shape. 
 
Wardle’s War Memorial that honours those men who died in the service of their country in the 
First and Second World Wars is once again located within a beautiful landscaped area. 

Before – plants were sparse and Wardle 

Memorial Garden looked neglected 

After – New planting has created an 

attractive garden for quiet reflection 



 

 

 

  

 
Recipient: Littleborough Arts Festival 

Project: Littleborough Arts Festival 2014 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £750 

 
Littleborough’s annual nine day arts festival took place between 22 August and 31 August 
2014 with its 17 participatory workshops attended by people of all ages.  The craft market was 
a great success with a doubling of the number of stalls and using the United Reform Church 
Hall as an additional venue. 
 
Music featured throughout the festival commencing with a concert held to coincide with the 
Tour de France.  Rakewood Sports Centre on 5 July hosted Rock Pop and all that Jazz 2 with 
Lauren Waterworth, The Watch and the Little Jazz Funk Orchestra.  A week later the Holy 
Trinity Youth Theatre Workshop entertained with “Showstoppers” a medley of songs from 
musicals.  The annual concert at St Barnabas Church featured the “Rock Choir” and “Cookin 
on Gas” where a full church enjoyed a wonderful evening of music. 
 
The festival’s Art Exhibition this year saw 61 artists displaying 180 pieces of artwork.  The 
photographic competition received 17 entries with 50 high quality images on display for 
judging by the public.  Andrew Huyton won the public vote with his image “Squirrel Surprise” 
and Peter Hook won the guest judges prize with his image “In Conservation”. 

“Highlights were the concert at St Barnabas 
Church, the introduction of theatre and 
poetry to the festival, and the partnership 
with New Live Theatre Company.  Also the 
film produced by the Reporter’s Academy 
which will help showcase the festival to a 
wider audience” 

Nick Andrews 

Trustee, Littleborough Arts Festival 

Workshop at Littleborough Arts Festival 

2014 

Rochdale’s Mayor accepted the invitation 

to attend the festival’s preview evening 



 

 
Littleborough Arts Festival commissioned the Reporter’s Academy (Where Youth Produce) to 
produce a short promotional film of the festival.  The film will be showcased at the AGM on the 
26 March 2015. 
 
The arts festival continues to grow and engage a wider range of people and this year 
developed a new partnership with local resident and Theatre Director, Paul Kenney of New 
Live Theatre Company.  The first piece of theatre was showcased at the festival with the one 
man show “A Parson’s Tale” performed at the former Littleborough Trades and Social Club.   
The concert at Rakewood Sports Club was also a new venue for the festival as was the Red 
Lion Public House, for the open mic poetry evening.  Littleborough Arts Festival continues to 
support local venues, attracting different audiences and extending the reach of the festival. 
 
Littleborough Arts Festival provides the community an opportunity to try their hand at one of 
the many and varied workshops, view the artwork on display, listen to the music or purchase 
arts and crafts from the ever expanding market.  The festival is well established and the 
largest event to take place in the town’s calendar that attracts both artists and visitors from far 
and wide and complements the Rushbearing Festival and the Friends of Hare Hill Park’s 
Concert season.  For more information about the event see Littleborough Arts Festival 
Evaluation Report at Appendix 4A. 

Our 13th annual arts festival was a tremendous success and enjoyed by everyone that 
attended the various events and displays.  Whilst we acknowledge that there are 
elements that we can further improve the basic format and ingredients, with the art 
exhibition; photographic competition; art workshops; craft market, music, art trail 
poetry and theatre is we now feel about right. 
 
Nick Andrews 
Trustee of Littleborough Arts Festival 

‘A Parson’s Tale’ performance 

showcased at the festival Concerts held at St Barnabas 


